

	 
		
	


	

		
		

		
		

		

			
			

			
			
				
					Sign in | Subscribe | Donate
				
			

			
			
			
				
					
						
							
								Services We Rate
								Services we rate
							
							 
							
								
										Auto Services 
									
										Healthcare Providers 
									
										Home Services 
									
										Financial Services 
									
										Pet Care 
									
										Stores 
									
										Travel & Leisure 
									
							
					
							Washington, DC area
						

					

				

			


			
			
				
					
						
								
										
											Top Services 
										
									
	
										
											Auto Services 
										
									
	
										
											Healthcare Providers 
										
									
	
										
											Home Services 
										
									
	
										
											Financial Services 
										
									
	
										
											Personal Services 
										
									
	
										
											Pet Care 
										
									
	
										
											Stores 
										
									
	
										
											Travel & Leisure 
										
									
	All Services 


						

						
						
							
								
								
									
											
										
												Auto Services

											
												Auto Body Shops
	Auto Detailers
	Auto Repair Shops
	Car Insurance
	Tire Stores
	Used Cars Often Sold with Dangerous Defects


										
												Healthcare Providers

											
												Acupuncturists
	Dentists
	Doctors
	Health Tracking Apps and Other Tech Might Be Invading Your Privacy
	Hearing Centers
	Opticians, Optometrists, & Buying Eyewear


										
											

										
											
										
												Home Care

											
												Appliance Repair
	Basement Waterproofers
	Carpet & Rug Cleaners
	Contractors: Remodelers & General
	Electricians
	Exterminators
	Heating & Air-Conditioning Contractors
	Home Security
	Painters
	Plumbers
	Roofers
	Saving Energy at Home
	Tree Care Services
	Window Installers & Repair


										
											

										
											
										
												Financial

											
												30 Tricks Sellers Use to Manipulate You
	65 Things You (Probably) Shouldn't Pay For
	Buy Now, Pay Later Often a Debt Trap
	Credit Cards Provide Strong Protections for Consumers
	Getting Rid of Your Unwanted Stuff
	Identity and Cyber Theft: How to Protect Yourself


										
												Personal Services

											
												Cell Phone Services
	Drycleaners
	Florists
	Gyms & Fitness Centers
	Housecleaners
	Movers


										
											

										
											
										
												Pet Care

											
												Dog Groomers
	Dog Trainers
	Kennels
	Pet Insurance
	Pet Sitters/House Sitters
	Veterinarians


										
												Stores

											
												Appliance Stores
	Bike Shops
	Carpet Stores & Installers
	Computer Stores
	Furniture Stores
	Garden Centers
	Grocery Stores & Delivery Services


										
											

										
								

							

							
							
								
								
									
											
										
												Ratings & Advice

											
												Auto Body Shops
	Auto Detailers
	Auto Glass Repair & Replacements
	Auto Repair Shops
	Car Insurance
	Car Washes
	Rental Car Insurance: Should You Buy It?
	Tire Pressure Advice
	Tire Stores
	Used Cars Often Sold with Dangerous Defects
	Used-Car Certifications Often Not Meaningful


										
											

										
											
										
												Buying a New Car

											
												Car Buying Strategies
	Don't Buy a Vehicle Service Contract
	See all Auto Services


										
											

										
								

							

							
							
								
								
									
											
										
												Popular

											
												Acupuncturists
	Aging In Place
	Assisted Living
	Chiropractors
	Dentists
	Doctors
	Hearing Centers
	Home Health Agencies
	Medical Alert Devices
	Medical Tests & Procedures: Reducing Unnecessary Care
	Nursing Homes
	Opticians, Optometrists, & Buying Eyewear


										
											

										
											
										
												Doctors

											
												Doctor Board Certification: Is Yours Certified? Does It Matter?
	Doctors
	Surgeon Ratings


										
											

										
											
										
												Dentists

											
												Dentists
	Endodontists
	Oral Surgeons
	Orthodontists
	Pedodontists
	Periodontists
	Prosthodontists


										
											

										
											
										
												More Ratings & Advice

											
												Emergency Rooms
	Laboratory Testing
	Laser Eye Surgery
	Massage Therapists
	Medical Research: Doing Your Own
	Over-the-Counter Drug Prices
	Personal Trainers
	Physical Therapists
	Podiatrists
	Psychologists
	Urgent Care Clinics
	Weight Loss Centers
	See all Healthcare Providers


										
											

										
								

							

							
							
								
								
									
											
										
												Popular

											
												Appliance Repair
	Carpet & Rug Cleaners
	Contractors: Remodelers & General
	Electricians
	Exterminators
	Handyman Services
	Heating & Air-Conditioning Contractors
	Housecleaners
	Painters
	Plumbers
	Roofers
	Solar Energy
	Tree Care Services
	Window Installers & Repair


										
											

										
											
										
												More Ratings & Advice

											
												Architects
	Asbestos Abatement
	Basement Waterproofers
	Bathtub Refinishers
	Cabinet Suppliers
	Carpenters
	Carpet Stores & Installers
	Chimney Sweeps & Services
	Concrete Contractors
	Countertop Suppliers
	Deck Builders
	Door Installers
	Drywall Contractors
	Duct Cleaners


										
											

										
											
										
												Fence Builders
	Fire & Water Damage Restorers
	Fireplace Installers
	Floor Refinishers
	Flooring Suppliers & Installers
	Furniture Repair
	Garage Door Installers
	Gutter Cleaners
	Gutter Installers
	Home Builders
	Home Inspectors
	Home Warranties
	Insulation Contractors
	Landscape Designers


										
											

										
											
										
												Landscapers
	Lawn Care Services
	Lawn Mowing
	Locksmiths
	Masons
	Pavers
	Playground Equipment Installers
	Power Wash Services
	Septic System Services
	Siding Installers
	Sprinkler & Irrigation System Installers
	Swimming Pool Services
	Tile Installers
	Window Washers
	See all Home Services


										
											

										
								

							

							
							
								
								
									
											
										
												Popular

											
												65 Things You (Probably) Shouldn't Pay For
	Accountants
	Buy Now, Pay Later Often a Debt Trap
	Car Insurance
	Checkbook’s Top Shopping Tips
	Credit Cards Provide Strong Protections for Consumers
	Estate Planning Tasks & Tips
	Getting Rid of Your Unwanted Stuff
	Home Warranties
	Identity and Cyber Theft: How to Protect Yourself
	Sale Prices Are Rarely Real Deals


										
											

										
											
										
												More Ratings & Advice

											
												Appraisers (for Real Estate)
	Appraisers (non-Real-Estate)
	Cashback Shopping Portals
	Complaining: How to Get Results
	Credit Cards: How to Choose the Best One
	Extended Product Warranties
	Financial Advisors
	Financial Documents: Create a Paper Trail for Your Heirs
	Free Perks You Didn't Know You Have
	Homeowners Insurance
	Identity Theft: Are Your Investment and Retirement Accounts Protected?
	Life Insurance
	Mortgage Lenders
	Password Safety


										
											

										
											
										
												Payment Apps: Avoiding Trouble and Scams
	Pet Insurance
	Real Estate Settlement Services
	Returning Items to Retailers: Tips for Smooth Transactions
	These Retailers Price Match or Make Price Adjustments
	Timeshare Exit Companies Deserve a Time Out
	Travel Insurance
	Vehicle Service Contracts
	Water & Sewer Line Warranties
	Wills and Living Wills: Help with Preparing Yours
	See all Financial Services


										
											

										
								

							

							
							
								
								
									
											
										
												Popular

											
												Aging In Place
	Assisted Living
	Cell Phone Services
	Computer Repair
	Drycleaners
	Elder Villages
	Estate Sales
	Florists
	Framing Shops
	Getting Rid of Your Unwanted Stuff
	Handyman Services
	Housecleaners
	Interior Designers
	Movers


										
											

										
											
										
												More Ratings & Advice

											
												Caterers
	Child Care: Tips for Saving
	Closet Organizers
	Clothing Rental
	Clothing Resale Options
	Dance Classes
	Day Care Centers
	Dealing with Your Digital Clutter
	Decluttering Strategies
	Driving Instructors
	Energy Use Consultants
	Family Counselors
	Firewood Sellers
	Free Perks You Didn't Know You Have


										
											

										
											
										
												Funeral Homes
	Home Health Agencies
	Lawn Mowing
	Marriage Counselors
	Martial Arts Instructors
	Massage Therapists
	Medical Alert Devices
	Music Instructors
	Musical Instrument Repair
	Nannies: Hiring Tips
	Organizers
	Photographers
	Piano Tuners
	Property Management Services


										
											

										
											
										
												Psychologists
	Real Estate Settlement Services
	Salons
	Self Storage Facilities
	Shoe Repair
	Smartphone Photos Apps and Tools
	Tailors & Sewing Shops
	Trash Services
	Travel Agencies
	Watch Repair Shops
	Water-Saving Tips
	Wedding & Bridal Shops
	Wedding Consultants
	Weight Loss Centers
	See all Personal Services


										
											

										
								

							

							
							
								
								
									
											
										
												Ratings & Advice

											
												Dog Groomers
	Dog Trainers
	Dog Walkers
	Kennels
	Pet Food Prices
	Pet Insurance
	Pet Sitters/House Sitters
	Veterinarians
	See all Pet Care


										
											

										
								

							

							
							
								
								
									
											
										
												Popular

											
												30 Tricks Sellers Use to Manipulate You
	65 Things You (Probably) Shouldn't Pay For
	Appliance Stores
	Bike Shops
	Buy Now, Pay Later Often a Debt Trap
	Cabinet Suppliers
	Carpet Stores & Installers
	Flooring Suppliers & Installers
	Furniture Stores
	Garden Centers
	Grocery Stores & Delivery Services


										
											

										
											
										
												More Ratings & Advice

											
												Cashback Shopping Portals
	Checkbook’s Top Shopping Tips
	Closet Organizers
	Clothing Rental
	Clothing Resale Options
	Computer Stores
	Countertop Suppliers
	Credit Cards Provide Strong Protections for Consumers
	Defective Products: Strategies to Get a Refund or Replacement
	Diamonds Shopping Guide
	Diaper Prices
	E-Read for Free
	Extended Product Warranties
	Framing Shops


										
											

										
											
										
												Hardware Stores
	Hearing Centers
	Home Theater Installers
	Jewelry Stores
	Lighting Showrooms
	Locally Grown Food Sources
	Mattress Stores
	Musical Instrument Stores
	Opticians, Optometrists, & Buying Eyewear
	Over-the-Counter Drug Prices
	Pet Food Prices
	Playground Equipment Installers
	Product Recall Information
	Returning Items to Retailers: Tips for Smooth Transactions


										
											

										
											
										
												Sale Prices Are Rarely Real Deals
	These Retailers Price Match or Make Price Adjustments
	Tire Stores
	Video Equipment Stores
	Wedding & Bridal Shops
	Window Treatment Stores
	See all Stores


										
											

										
								

							

							
							
								
								
									
											
										
												Ratings

											
												Bike Shops
	Boat Repair
	Caterers
	Cell Phone Services
	Dance Classes
	Dog Walkers
	Florists
	Garden Centers
	Gyms & Fitness Centers
	Kennels
	Music Instructors
	Musical Instrument Repair
	Musical Instrument Stores
	Personal Trainers


										
											

										
											
										
												Pet Sitters/House Sitters
	Photographers
	Piano Tuners
	Playground Equipment Installers
	Swimming Pool Services
	Travel Agencies
	Travel Insurance
	Video Equipment Stores


										
											

										
											
										
												Advice

											
												30 Tricks Sellers Use to Manipulate You
	60 Travel Booking Tips
	65 Things You (Probably) Shouldn't Pay For
	Airport Parking Hack
	Buy Now, Pay Later Often a Debt Trap
	Complaining: How to Get Results
	Credit Cards Provide Strong Protections for Consumers
	Cruises: How to Get the Best Deal
	DNA Ancestry Services
	E-Read for Free
	Facebook Privacy Settings Checkup
	Hotel Intel: How to Find the Best Rates for Rooms
	Hotels Gouge Guests With Absurd Resort Fees
	Parking: Finding the Best Rates


										
											

										
											
										
												Rental Car Insurance: Should You Buy It?
	Restaurants Pay Steep Commissions and Fees to Order-and-Delivery Services
	Smartphone Photos Apps and Tools
	Social Media Headshots
	Tickets: Saving on Seats for Shows & Sports
	Timeshare Exit Companies Deserve a Time Out
	Travel Insurance
	Travel Websites Mislead by Falsely Declaring Few Hotel Rooms Remain
	Travel Health Info
	Travel: Help Finding Cheap Flights
	Vacation Home Rentals
	See all Travel & Leisure


										
											

										
								

							

							
					

				

			


			
			
				
					

						
							Services we rate
						

						
						
							Checkbook Logo
							Unbiased Reviews and Undercover Price Research on Local Services

						


						
						
								Donate
	Sign In
	Join
	
									
										Services Search
										
										Search
									

								
	
										My Account
									



						

					

					
				

			



			
		


		
		

			


			
	
		
		

		
		
			
			 

	

		
			
				
					 Car Buying Strategies 
				
			

		

		
			
					Overview
	
							Articles & Advice
						


			

		
	



			
				
				
					
						
						
							
								
We Unfortunately Have Discontinued Our CarBargains Service


We are sorry to announce that, beginning on September 15, 2023, we ceased operations for our CarBargains and LeaseWise services.


For 32 years, our program helped consumers get the best prices on new vehicles by having dealers compete by bidding for our customers’ business. Unfortunately, in recent years a lack of demand, changing market conditions, and our commitment to using our resources to help as many consumers as possible led us to make this difficult decision.


We will continue to advise consumers on how to get the best deals on new cars, including sharing our strategies for getting dealers to compete for your business. And we will continue to help you navigate the numerous car-buying pitfalls. Our advice in this section will help you save money and avoid trouble.


We are grateful to our CarBargains and LeaseWise customers. You trusted us, told your friends and relatives about us, and helped us make buying or leasing a new car less stressful for many people.

 






Strategies to Get the Best Price and Avoid Dealers’ Traps


If you’re ready to buy a new car we have some good news, some bad news, and a bit more bad news.


First, the good news: The production slowdowns that plagued the auto industry over the last several years have eased somewhat. Plus, manufacturers continue to roll out newly designed models, which means buyers now have more choices, especially for those considering electric vehicles (EVs) and hybrids.


Better supply means competition has resumed among dealers for many models, allowing buyers to shop around on price. Some manufacturers have even restarted incentive programs, a sign that they need help to move growing inventories.


Data from Kelley Blue Book show that in July 2023, the average price for new vehicles was 2.7 percent lower than at the start of the year. Beginning in March, average selling prices dipped below vehicles’ sticker prices (MSRP) for the first time in 20 months (in 2022, buyers paid about $1,000 more than MSRP, on average).


Now for the bad news: Manufacturers are mostly building expensive models, with very few options priced below $20,000 or even $30,000. Five years ago, almost one-fourth of all new cars sold in the U.S. went for less than $25,000; now, only four percent are purchased below that price point. In July 2023, the average transaction price was $48,334.


“In the past, automakers would offer affordable models to snag new buyers in order to build brand loyalty, moving them up to more expensive and profitable cars as their incomes increased. Not anymore. Nowadays, they don’t want to build ‘cheap and cheerful’ cars and SUVs,” said Tom Voelk, an automotive journalist who produces Driven Car Reviews, a video podcast. Because automakers can sell all the high-end cars they can build, Voelk said they are now focused on building vehicles that give them the highest profits.


Interested in buying an EV? Brace yourself for even higher price tags. Only a handful of EV models are priced below $40,000, and very few currently available models qualify for the $7,500 federal tax credit. Click here for an update on EV options.


Even more bad news: Higher interest rates are adding even more costs for most buyers. According to Edmunds, the average APR for new-car loans was 7.4 percent in August 2023; two years ago that average was only 4.3 percent.


We can’t control interest rates or convince automakers to build more affordable rides, but we can tell you how to get the best possible deal—and how to avoid trouble.


Although new EV manufacturers (Tesla, Fisker, Lucid, Rivian, etc.) rely on a direct-to-consumers retail strategy, shopping for most other makes and models of cars still means navigating auto dealerships’ sales traps. The only way to secure a good price is to force dealers to compete for your business. We tell you how to do that.


No matter what you buy or where you buy it, you’ll still have to carefully navigate through common pitfalls—avoiding bad financing offers, wasteful service contracts and insurance plans, and dumb add-ons like tire protection, rustproofing, and the like.
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								How to Get the Best Price on a New Car

								Our method of buying a car avoids hassles and yields the best possible price. The key is competition—getting new-car dealers to bid competitively for your business. We tell you how to do it.

							

						
							
								
									
										
											
										
									

								
								Understanding Car Leasing Terms

								Getting a good deal on a car lease is considerably more complex than on a straight purchase, and dealers love this complexity. If you want to lease, you can still initiate a competitive bidding process by nailing down several additional points.
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